
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER;

TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC.

Being now, after a sojourn of nearly four yean in tbia

great and prosperous sisterhood of Republics, on the point of
returning to my own beloved country, I cannot leave these

enlightened and hospitable shores without indulging myself
in a final and most affectionate farewell tothe United Statea.
. country to whose generosity and kindness I am so deeply
indebted. Wherever I go I shall never cease to carry with
me the warmest recollections of all the proofs of regard and

of personal courtesy which have been extended to an

unpretending foreigner in every portion of ber wide domain.
I loved America before I saw it. I have many reaaons to

love it yet more, since seeing it with my own eyes and ex¬

periencing in so liberal a degree its feelings of good will. I
leave it now, probably for the last time ? but the remem¬

brance of both my vieits will ever be associated in my heart

with the tenderest and most grateful emotions ; and should
1 meet in the Old World an enemy of Americ*, I will say to

him, " Go there, and you will be her enemy no longer."
But it is known to all who take the least interest in one

«o bumble as myaelf that ail my thoughts, anxieties, and
labors are concentrated in one beloved object.the auccess of

my tSTSTEM Of Ibtibbatiobal Exchasox. Forthis alone

I live. Hence it is not unnatural that in leaving this New

World, to close my dsys amidst the habits and institutions of
the Old, I should bear away in my bosom an anxious solici-
tude for the lift and growth of the promiaing plant, jet
green and tender, which I have happily succeeded in planting
on these Western shores. I trust, therefore, that I shall be

pardoned if in these closing hours of my stay I should throw
out, with all humility and respect, some suggestions which

appoer to me important.perhaps indispensable.to the per¬
manency and success of the system. It has thus far in a

good degree realized the promises of usefulness it held out;
and would it not be a pity that an institution which may be
nodered so fruitful of good should wither and perish just as

its benifits begin to be experienced '

To secure the permanency of the plan, it is above all
things important that it should be sheltered from every ap¬
pearance of commercial business, and secured against all

possibility of imposition, speculation, or bribery. To this
end it is necessary to give its transactions publicity; to re¬

move them wholly from all private touch and all individual
interest. The system was devised for nations, not for indi¬
viduals : hence all its doings, in all its departments, must

have " an odor of nationality " about them ; they must be

the transactions of public bodiea and public men for the public
good.

I have thought that one of the best modes of attaining this

object would be the appointment in each State of the Union
of a Select Standing Committpe, who should have the care and

custody of the 8tate library, (where such a thing exists, and
I trust it will soon be found in every State,) and be charged
with the contact of exchanges, domestic and foreign. 8uch
committees should be appointed under State legislative au¬

thority, by the Governor, or by some ether public function¬

ary as far above and removed from the influence of mere

party politics aa may be, and should be selected, without the
least reference to political opinion, from men alone ef distin¬
guished character, and interested in the progress of science
and of social improvement. 8uch State Committee would
be in correspondence with the Central Agency at Paris, and
would communicate to it from time to time the intellectual
wonts of the various scientific and literary establishments of
the State, furnishing at the same time lists of such works and
objects of science, art, and natural history as they might
possess or be able to control for pnrpoees of exchange. A

college library, for example, containing duplicate copies or

copies not used of any valuable work, might send to tuch
committee a list of their duplicates, which they would be
glad to spare in the hope of receiving other works in ex¬

change, which were set down on a second list furnished to

the same committee, and containing a statement of the books
they most needed. Here would be opened at once a ready
channel by which the wants of the learned on either side of
the Atlantic, or in different quarters of your own country,
might mutually be made known to each other, many of
which wants, to aay the least, might thereupon be quickly,
and without any new purchase by either party, supplied.
This has been done by Harvard University, whose duplicate
volumes have been sent to the agency at Paris for pur¬
pose's of exchange. But, to guard against abusea, it ahould

established as an inflexible rule that no exchanges shall
be effected by pecuniary means, unless in special cases, to
be specifically provided for by 8tate authority. All books,
map#, engravings, statues, <fec. passing through the bands of
the standing committee ought to be the results of exchanges
of a similar nature; and where individuals wish to transmit
ouch things as tokens of respect and good will, without seek¬
ing any return, or where learned men desire to exchange
scientific reports or communications, this also should be done
through the committee alone.no intercourse with private
individuals being known to the system or permitted by its
regulations. No objects should be allowed to be transmitted
through the central agency abroad or through the standing com¬
mittees here without having an ostensible indelible mark, obvi-
ous to the eye, indicating them as belonging to the System of
International Exchange, and therefore public phopebtt.

When this is enforced as a sinequa non, any private individual
having an object in his possession with that mark upon it
could be held to account for the manner in which it came into
his hands, and be compelled to give it up for the public ends
for which it was committed to the action of the system.
Books with this mark, if on a bookseller's shelves, might at
once be seized as fraudulently come by.

Where a college or university finds itself in want of any
rare or expensive European work, even though it bave at

present no work of equivalent value to transmit in exchange,
it need not be deterred, on that account, from taking advantage
of the system -to let it* want be supplied. It would have only
to signify that want to the Executive of the State, or to the
chairman of the standing Committee of Exchange, and its
wishes will be immediately communicated to' the Central
Agency at Paria, by which, if the desired work be attainable,
it will be readily procured, as early as practicable, and trans¬

mitted to to the committee here. The work so obtained will
be State property, and will ever so continue; but, on its arri¬
val, the committee can tranamit it, aa a loan, for the use of
tbe university, where it may remain and be used, not as the
property of the university, but as entrusted to its care by the
State.

If another wiebes to make a donation of his works to a

college abroad or within the Union, the committee would re¬

ceive and transmit them according to bis direction, with the
condition, however, that, once placed in their hands, his pri¬
vate right in the books ceased, and they must be transmitted
and held as public property, be tbey sent where they may.
If sent to a college in Virginia, they would be the property
of Virginia; if to a society or institution in Massachusetts,
they would become the property of Massachusetts.
To gusrd againat all poeaibility, on tbe part of the Central

" Agency, of takiog improper advantage of the liberality of
th jse Governments which may determine to admit, free of
doty, objecta destined for international exchange, it is indis¬
pensable that all the operations of tbe Central Agency shall
be placed under tbe supervision ofthe officers of Government.
This has been accordingly done ; and, thanks to the eolight-
eoe ) liberal ly of the American and the French Governments,
to is provided that all objects coming to or proceeding from
the Central Agency are to be trsnsmitted, on this side of tbe
Atlantic, by the Collector of the Port of New York, and from
France by the Commissary General of tbe Marine, at Havre.

Security from fraud and abase will be rendered still more
complete by the annual report, required from the Agency, to
the Joint Committee of the Library of Congress, as also to
the Governors of such States as enter into the arrangements
of the system. This will not only serve as a check on agents
who might be disp >sed to be unfaithful, but the detailed ac¬
count required and given in such reports of all property re¬
ceived, and of its disp >si'ion, will furnish to the various in¬
stitutions connected with the plan, and who have availed
themselves of its aid, the means of aacrrtaining, on inspec¬
tion, whether the several objects delivered by them have
reached their deatinatioo ; what has been given in exchange;
and what other objects are awaiting the operation of the sys¬
tem, and ready to be mutually exchanged.

Tlie above measures have seemed to me those be-t calcu¬
lated to gi»e purity, efficiency, and permanency to the system,
to eecure its practical utility, and thua acquire to it the public
confidence. It* end.its sole end.is to do soon to all,
whils it I9>JCBK» son : any bther or furiher suggestion
tending to enable it the better to attain tbia end will ever be
thankfully received.

In the practical working of such a system, embracing, at

it already does, so large a portion of the civilized world, and
calculated by its aimple yet comprehensive provisions to ex

psnd itself over ths whole family of nations, it will natorallj
happen that, aa relates to any two of them, tbe advantage)
will be more important on one side one year, and on the

- other tide the next. No matter if tbey are : in the progreei
of the syrtena, and of intel'ectaal improvement, the balance
may, at a stiWqueot time, preponderate the other way. All
that is important jn the matter ia that the exchangee con¬
tinue, that they develop their benefits, and tfcat, from habit,
as well as from a conviction of those advantages, the system

.ball ultimately become identifi. d with the free and liberalizing
institution* which mark the age. The more it prevails, the
iujtb will those kind and benevoleot relatione ofcourtesy, sym¬
pathy, and true fraternity be strengthened and multiplied, to

the advancement of civiliution, the progress of science, and
the maintenance of harmony and peace among the natiooa of
the world. To oivz with jot, amd to bbcbivb with

sratitcdb, ia the fundamental law of our system.
Were it extended to domestic qxchanges alone, itn benefit*

would be grea», aod, to a country like this, invaluable. If
vigorously and generally prosecuted, what can be better cal¬
culated to chsrish a fraternal feeling among all the people of
thia great American family t " Mountain* interposed make
enemies of nationa " but a constant and friendly intercourse,
a frequent and mutual exchange of the fruit* of acience and
improvement, a perpetually recurring interchange ot kindly
and generous acta and mementoes of good will, ia calculated
to annihilate the cause* of estrangement, and maka men in
the remoteat opposite extremities of thia vaat and wide country
feel that they live in each other'* remembrance ; that they are

prosecuting kindred studies, cultivating similar taste*, inter¬
ested in the same discoveries, and common gainera by all that
promotes the progress of human society, and contributea to
blesa our social existence. The tendency of aucb an inier¬
courae of benefita is to make all Americans doubly one ; one

in the republic of freedom, nor leas in tb&epublic tf letters,
science, and the arts. Bonaparte opened in the Tuileriea
a vast repository of the finest paintings of all Europe, and
wrote over the entrance, " Thefruit* of Victory." Let us do
a nobler thing < let ua open, in all the States of the Union,
depositories filled with the intellectual and natural riches
of every portion of the Confederacy.throw them all open to
the people, and write over them, " The fruits of a mutual
exchange ofbenefits"

It is with joy that I have witnessed, in ao many parta
of your country, the evidence of the intellectual hunger
of an improved and improving people, sa evinced in the f >rma-
tion offreepublic libraries. The municipal councils of Bos¬
ton and of New York have founded such establishments and
liberally endowed them. The library and collections of
the Hiatorical Society at Hartford is open to the public all the
year round. The State of New Hampshire, at ita legislative
session in 1849, passed a resolve recommending the founda¬
tion of free public libraries in every town of the 8tate.a
noble and truly republican purpose : such librariea would be
truly the property of the people.

Should such establishments become general throughout the
country, bow largely would they promote intellectual im¬
provement, and what a favorable impreasion would they con¬

vey to foreigners of the state of society in America ? But
what would tend more to the enriching and extending of these
seminaries for the national mind than the general adoption of
the system of domestic and foreign exchange, as above por¬
trayed ? What would more quickly and more economically
store them, not only with the varied and growing knowledge
of your own country, but gradually accumulate there, and
thus spread among all classes of the people, the works of all
countries and the progressive knowledge of the entire world ?
The more, indeed, I contemplate the nature of the system,
and the more I witness of its practical results, (though still on
a most imperfect and limited scale,) the more I am impressed
with its capabilities of good.
And here I cannot forbear alluding to an establishment of

receot origin, but already of the highest promise, in which I
feel a deep and peculiar interest, and which it has been my
foadrst ambition to see splendid and flourishing. I mean our

public Lib bart op Amebica, founded in the Hotel de Ville,
in the city of Paria, under the exclusive control of the muni¬
cipal council of that metropolis. A noble apartment in that vast
building has been devoted to the reception and accumulation
of works solely American. They are there to be arranged in
separate alcoves, bearing the respective names of the States
from which they come, while one compartment is devoted to
the contributions of the General Government of the United
Statea. If any thing ia calculated to excite a thrill of na¬

tional pride in the breast of an American abroad, it is this
displsy before the eyes (I may truly say the astonished eyes)
of the lovers of science, in that her great metropolis, of (he
producta of the genius and intellectual progress of his coun¬
try. The scholars of France and literary strangers in Paris
have witnessed with glad surprise the rapidity with which its
alcoves are filling up. The Federal Government itself, sixteen
of the 8tates of the Union, the cities of Boston, New York,
Washington, Baltimore, Hartford, New Haven, Providence,
and Portland, have already brought to it with pride and plea¬
sure their patriotic offerings; while Adams, Sparks, Pres-
cott, Everett, Longfellow, President Quincy, Washington
Irving, Lieutenant Maury, Professor Bsche, Mrs. Sigourney,
Mrs. Judge Stoiy, (carrying out, as she states, what she
knew to be the wish of her deceased husband,) C. Fenni-
more Cooper, General Scott, and many other of the distin¬
guished men of your country, have contributed to enrich it
with the fruits of their own genius or the treasures of their
literary collections. Most of the colleges and universities of
the Union have there the mementoes oi their enlightened li¬
berality. Nor can I forbear to state, to their honor, that the
students of the University of Yirginia have contributed from
their private funda a handsome pecuniary donation, appropria¬
ted to the purcbaae for it of beoks written by Yirginians and
printed in Virginia, and have also addressed an appeal to the
young men of their country in behalf of an object ao worthy
of their patronage. May this touching example of the feeling
which glows in the proud bosoms of the youths of America
awake their companions on every side to a noble emulation !
And, now, may I not with confidence and hope address my

humble appeal to Americans, in all the walks of life, and es¬

pecially to all who possess literary tastes and means, asking
that, for America's sake, they will bring each their stone to-
ward the erection of this monument of the genius and libe¬
rality of their country.a monument to peace, and one of the
proudest certainly that could be raised to the true glory of a

nation *

I bad prepared for the Joint Committee of the Library of
Congress a complete catalogue of ail the books thus far pre¬
sented, either to the city of Paris or to the General System of
International Exchange, to accompany the annual report which
I am by law required to make to that body, and to be printed
along with it; but, with a delicacy which spesks its own

praise, the committee refuted to have it printed, observing
that it was not for them to publish what their country gives,
but only to record what she receives. I feel very sure that
France will fully reciprocate such a feeling, and will take care
that the liberality of America shall not be left to oblivion.

I am sensible that I owe an apology for the length of this
address, (so much greater than I had anticipated.) My hope
of pardon arises from the reflection that it is my last, snd that
I had much to siy.

In bidding farewell to a country to which I have already
devoted twelve entire years of a not inactive life, I can, with
all truth and confidence, utter the assurance that so long aa
it pleases God that that poor life shall continue, I shall conti¬
nue to work for her people with the aame ardor and devotion
which have been manifested during my whole stay among
them. As I was, at the first, free snd disinterested in devot¬
ing myself to their advantage, and have never for a moment
wavered in that purpose, so I shall continue to cherish it and
to act upon it to my latest hour. Meanwhile, in parting from
them, probably forever, I leave in trust with every true-hearted
and enlightened American firat the f«te of my beloved sys¬
tem, and then my own honor, confident that among thoae
who have known me from the first, and been eye witnesses of
my labora, I shall never want zealous and ready defenders
againat attacks which may arise f:om a want of the like know¬
ledge of my motives and of the spirit in which I have scted.
Personal enemies I should hope I have none 5 and my parting
prayer to the Almighty ia that there may survive in no bosom
other feelings than those which have ever animated my own
love of humanity and the desire of doing go*]. Farewell '

ALEXANDER VATTEMARE.
N. B. On my way to New York, there to embark for

Franee, it is my purpose to stop for a few days in Baltimore,
Wilmington, and Philadelphia, to take personal leave of my
frienda in those cities. It is to me a subject of sincere regret
thst, owing to the indispensable necessity of my speedy re-
torn home, it has not been in my power to comply with seve-
rsl very kind snd urgent invitations from some of the distant
States of the Union to visit them. I beg sll those from whom
these flattering invitations have proceeded to accept my thanks
for the distinguished honor thus conferred upon me, snd to be
sssured that my future exertiona in promoting their wishes
and interests, aa connected with the system of exrhange, will
only be stimulated by my having been deprived of the plea¬
sure of paying them my peraonal respects. A. V.

DEATH OF JUDGE WILSON.
Jambs Wilsos died at his residence in Steubenville, Ohio,

on Thursday last, of cholera morbus, aged 64 years. * The
day preceding bia <>atb, we learn from the Herald, Judge
Wilson was about town, in his usual heslth and spirits. He
died after about twelve houra' severe suffering from the first
sttack of the disease.
Judge WiLtoa is a well known snd distinguished citizen

of Ohio. He wss temporarily editor of the Aurora, in Phi¬
ladelphia, while Col. Duans was absent in the army in
1812-M3. After Col. Dusne ie*um«d his station in the
office, Mr. Wilson removed to 8teubenvi!le, Ohio, and be¬
came the proprietor and editor of the Western Herald, which
he continued to publiah for more than twenty five years.
The paper had prior to that time been published by Col.
John Miller, of the 19th Regiment of Infsritry.the same
gentleman who distinguished himself at Fort Meig*, and on
several other occasions during the wsr with Grost Britain,
and was afterwards Governor of Misaouri and one of the Re-
P'rsentatives from that State in Congress. The paper under
the management of Judge Wilson exerted grest influence in
favor of go»d morals, sound princip'es, snd just government.As a " leading man in puMic affairs," Judga Wilson was ge¬nerally kn iwn and highly respected and esteemed. His loe«
will be severely fell in his neighborhood .Cincinnati Oas.

A lady of Louisville, who wss on a visit to ber sister at
fyarrollton (Ky.) last week, feeling unwell after dining at
the house ol a friend, a»ked for a little salsrstua, instead of
which she received cyanurale of potaah, a deadly poisor, and
died in a few minutes. Both articles were carelessly kept in
a cupboard in bottles axactJy similar.

TO THE EDITORS.

Wiiiiiitoi, Octoiii 23, 1860.
There is one great political problem forcing itself forward

for eolation, and will not, for any great length of time, admit
of remaining unsolved. The Anglo-Saxon nation of North
America and the Sdavon-Russian of Europe and Asia, di¬
verse aa they are in principle* of government, in language,
or religion, have one tendency in common : that is, an

almost instinctive motion towards the Pacific ocean. They
are changing the face of two continents, and their improve¬
ments are, with sure and not alow advance, approaching each
other. Steam and magnetism are both enliaUd by the two,
and serve each with equal fidelity.

Great Britain, standing between the two other giants, and
jealous of the increasing power of each, complicates the pre¬
sent and future. That future is approaching with mighty
consequences, and while we await what coming yesrs must

produce, let us cast our view retrospectively and scan the
past.

At the first glance Russia appears vast, vague, and menac¬

ing ; but let us not be deceived by shadows. It might be re¬

garded as idle to observe that the history and policy of that

Empire deserve something more serious than declamation.
The Nation is not an ignis fatuut; it is a reality, an object
of philosophical attention. Whatever may be our opinion
of its Government, it would render oar judgmenton that bead
more surely just if we were to examine the element before
pronouncing decision. That element ia rather vast for com¬
mon patience to encounter, but there are outlines which may
be examined without imposing any very onerous burden on

our attention. On my table now lies a file of the Journal
dct Debatu of 1939. This file contains several letters writ¬
ten by a French gentleman long resident at8u Petersburgh.
one of the 19th March, 1839, on the transportation of crimi¬
nals into 8iberia , one on the 25th April, 1839, « on the Form
of the Russian Government and the Imperial Power," pub-
lished 8 h May, 1839 ; a second published 3d June, 1839,
"On the Political Constitution of the Russian Empire, Sen¬

ate, and Holy Synod}" third, 19th June, 1839, "On the
Political Constitution of the Russian Empire.the Minis¬
ters," &c.
These letters, written with a candor to command our con¬

fidence, give a very different aspect to the political, civil, and
criminal law and Government of Russia from what is gene¬
rally believed in Western Europe and the United States.
The present communication will contain a free translation of
the letter on the transportation of criminals, See.:

Pakib, Mabch 12, 1839.
To speak frankly, sir, I feel under great embarrassment,

because I wish to give at once an opinion I have long since
formed, and which may appear very paradoxical to you. I
am fully convinced that the transportation of criminals into
Siberia is one of the most beautiful penal institutions of Rus¬
sia, and a very great means that the public power has put in
operation for the regeneration of a new people, and for the
establishment of civilization in the wilderness of Northern
Asia. But how can I, in face of all the exaggerations and
horrible talee spread over Western Europe on this subject,
dare to encounter in advance the terrible hostility of preju¬
dice, and to develop the proofs of a contrary opinion, and ex¬

pect that I am to be believed ? But my convictions are so

deeply founded (hat I hesitate not to give them expression.
It would appear, from common report and opinion, that Si¬
beria was one of thoee nameless gulfs which poetic phrenzy
has placed in the infernal regions, and into which reckless
ppwer casts its living victims. Such representations say to
us, in fact, by a very strange inversion of ideas, on so solemn
a subjcct as the puniahment ofcrimes, that humanity is on the
side of power, sending the victim to the scaffold to suffer a

painful and ignominious death, in presence of a crowd as¬

sembled to behold the horrible spectacle; and that, on the
other side, barbarism is justly chargeable to those who spare
life and separate the criminals from that society they have
outraged, and to which, by their death or life, they can make
no reparation, and then give to these outcasts means of me-

lioration, physical and moral, and, in fine, make them useful
instruments to general society.
You will understand me, sir, that I by no means am to be

understood as speaking hereof arbitrary transportation for
political causes, but of legal proceedings, as means of civil
justice. In this caw I only speak of the Recrutement of the
Russian penal colonies of Siberia, aa they assimilate to the
penal colonies instituted by the English Government, and
loudly npplauded by the civilized world. And more, I shall,
in order to simplify the subject, confine myself to a statement
of fact. Thus the points of right are brought before the tri¬
bunal of commow sural, where the most adroit pleader is re¬
duced to an impartial narration.

.The pain of death as punishment of crime, you know, sir,
does not exist in Russia. It was abolished in the eighteenth
century, and by that act Russia took the first step in that ca¬
reer so unreservedly applauded by so many philanthropists,
and objected to by many practicable persons only as unsuitable
to fulfil the purposes set forth. But all must agree to the im¬
policy of repealing the law imposing the pain of death, and
not at the same time supplying its place by some chastise¬
ment of sufficient power to strike the mind of the criminals
or those who Lave conceived criminal intentions. Such, in¬

deed, would be the height of imprudence, and consequently
of injustice, since the primary purpose of all law is to protect
the virtuous members of society against the vicious. Such
were the reasons which operated in Russia, and prodoced
there the existing penal system as fulfilling every condition
of justice and humanity. It was therefore well adjudged that
to be separated from relations and friends.their native coun¬
try.transported to live under an unknown sky, and from
which they were nevermore to return, must not be felt other¬
wise thsn the most terrible punishment.a real civil death.
Is it not death by which the criminal bears on his own person
the mourning clothes.a death from which the most despe¬
rate could not but shrink at a view of its temble conse-

q°Until 1822, sir, transportation to Siberia was conducted
without much regularity j no general law having bean pro¬
mulgated before that epoch to determine the application of
the principle. In 1822, under the administration of Count
Speransky, at that time Governor of 8ibena, and whose re¬

cent death Russia and every friend to hnmanity over the
earth has to lament, this law was promulgated, and haa ever

since regulated this service. The benefactions of the system
have been immense, and the penal colonies of 8ibena are

now raised to a degree of prosperity exciting the most san

guine hopes of future grandeur.
The transports are aent from every point of the empire, ex¬

cept from the provinces adjoining Siberia ; the convicts from
the latter are sent directly to Perm, and from thence join the
main column at Kazan, where, forming a single column,
they set out for Tobolsk, which city was, to 1839, the seat
of government for Western 8iberia. It ia there that after, to
many of them, a journey of two thousand leagues, the whale
united column is put into the hands of the admlniatration of
the transports, (cylny prikotat.) The duly of this adminis¬
tration is to form the convicts into classes, and to direct wnere
their place of residence is to be fixed. Accerding to the na¬

ture of their crimes and other circumstances the convicts are

divided into five categories : first, those condemned to forced
labor ? second, artisans ; third, domestics ; fourth, colonists;
fifth, those incapable of any labor.
The convicU of the first class are the most guilty, and con¬

sequently are most harshly treated. Nevertheless, I have no
doubt that, setting out of view the ideas of banishment, the
long and painful journey that tbey have to make before reach¬
ing Siberia, and, in fine, the imaginary terrors added to rea¬

lity, we cannot regard their punishment too severe to obtain
the proper ends of striking salutary terror, and thus securing
the only proper purpose of criminal justice. The duration of
the punishment of thoae condemned to forced labor cannot,
unless under some extraordinary circumstance well under¬
stood, exceed twenty years. This term completed, the con¬
vict is free, and takes rank amongst the coloHists of Siberia,
and has full choice of his place of residence. There, cor¬
rected by age, experience, and reflection, he sees a new life
open to him, in which he may yet find hsppiness with his
restored liberty. He has his own choica to become a laborer
or artisan. Some of theae convicts of the first class who have
inspired sufficient confidence lo obtain credit, become mer¬
chant", and amass sufficient to leave competence to their chil¬
dren. In reality, even those condemned to the most enduring
punishment have hope of future happiness, and therefore the
terrible inscription of no aort cannot be placed on the fron¬
tier of Siberia. And, s'till more, the coodemned during the
term of their service are employed on Governmental work; have
each of them a cabin and necessary furniture, and receive
regular pay.moderate, it is true, but sufficient for their
iraintenasce. A great number of these convicts are employ¬
ed In the great manufactory of broadcloth at Omsk.
The category {dt» artitans) > f manufacturers is always, and

is also the cne most interesting, because it is the nursery of
the industrious class, properly speaking. It is also the one
which furnishes to the colony mas>ns, carpenters, house-
joiners, smiths, dtc. The convicts, during the svhole term of
iheir punishment, sre divided into divirions of thirty or thirty-
five individuals and placed under an overaeer, who superin¬
tends their labor and maintains good order. Their daily pay
is only made in pirt, as all that is not necessary for iheir
daily subsistence is applied to the expenses of the central
house* or shops where their l*bor is performed. The dura¬
tion of their punishment is only sit years; and, that term com¬
pleted, the convicts are set at liberty, and only restrained to
settle permanently, in Siberia.
The individuals of the third category, or that of domest'cs,

are distributed amongst the inhabitants of the colony, and
serve aa boose ser»aota. This arrangement, sir, may give
you some surprise, and I haste to add that the member* of this

c'**s ". in most put btUlulcd to domestic Mr»ic<> thtt
this first experience .1 U» result, of bad conduct seldom falls
to produce reformation. Let that, however, be as it may,
they are eagerly .ought for in Siberia, end could not be ihere
®ssiiy dispensed with. It ia, however, an eaeay I would not
undertake to recommend in Prance, becauae I regard ami
cnmiuala far too obdurate to justify (be experiment. But to
return to tboee of Ruaaia: it ia probable that bad examples and
evil coun«ela have bad a great influence on the greatest num¬
ber, and tbat vice was not really deep-rooted in their hearts,
and that it waa only neceeeary to separate them from the
cause of their dereliction, and place them in a position where
a mild discipline gave them means and encouragement of
amendment.

After eight years of service these domestics may, if it suits
them, quit the service in which they had been ttaus long em¬

ployed, or they may remain, and thence receive the full
amount of their wagea. Many of them marry and become
shop-keepers or traders.
The convict laborers compose the fourth class, and serve

on the uncultivated frontiera of Siberia, in clewing up the
lands and bringing into cultivat on the naturally fertile soil.
The necessary sums to enable them to form establishments are
advanced by the Government, to be repaid in amall sums, as
the proceeds of tbeir industry supply the means. Their labor,
when arriving at the place of their destination, is to construct
cabins for tbeir residence. All the necessary material for the
purpose is gratuitously placed at their disposal by the admin-
istration of the colony » farming implements are supplied from
the same source. During the first year they and their families
are fed and warmed in the same manner. I ought also, air,
to inform you tbat the Government, by a very wise measure!
do not admit in this class of farmers only those who appear
individually worthy of the indulgence; but beside tbat they
are married persons. The Government appears to have felt,
what is profoundly true, that the principle of village is not
fulfilled only by union of bands but by union of families.
The result is that the greatest number of the convicts thus
placed, snd who are not already married on their arrival in
Siberia, solicit the permission to marry; and thus mar¬

riage snd rural occupations operate a complete divorce
from all occasions of bad conduct, snd in a great major¬
ity of cases are the means of an entire reformation of manners.
When the time of their entire freedom arrives the convicts
enter in the class of colonists, with all the rights of holding
property in lend, and passing it by hereditary right, uoder the
ssme principles, rigorously speaking, which serve to pamfrom
serf to citizen.

As to the fifth class, that of invalids or persons beyond
sixty years of sge, I have but few words to say. They are

dispesred over the communes, where they sre employed in
such services as they csn perform. Thecommunes are charged
with their support and oversight.
From the preceding you may see, air, the picture I have

sketched has nothing very repulsive in its features. The in¬
tentions of Russian power, in the establishment of this penal
system, were evidently what I have stated in the commence¬
ment of this communication. Were I to impute blame to the
system, I would attach it rather to the overmildness than rigor.
The government of all the convicts is confided to the authori¬
ty established for that purpose at Tobolsk. There are a num¬
ber of inspectors who are charged to make continual visits to
Siberia, and to watch over and maintain good order, and par¬
ticularly take care that youth receive proper education, and
that strict legal justice be meted to all. They are to receive
the complaints of the convicts, examine their demands, and,
according to their conduct, soften their fate, and pass them
from one class to another. It would appear as if the Govern¬
ment of Russia regarded the long pilgrimage performed on

foot over so many provinces, and subject to the gaze of mul¬
titudes crowding to the great roads to see the passage of the
sad column, as in good part a reparation sufficient for the
crime, and that when arrived in Siberia'the condemned are no

longer criminals to punish, but colonials to maintain and
place in the road to liberty and plenty.to marry and become
citizens.

ft is thus that the colony of Siberia is on continual in¬
crease ; that lands uncultivated since the creation are cleared
and covered with harvests, houses, and towns, and a Russian
nation extending in Asia. What waa a principle of disorder
in her European provinces, has become one of life and pros¬
perity in her Eastern provinces. It is remarked how promptly
the recent emigrants mingle with the indigenous inhabitants.
To all these consoling effects the exceptions are rare, and the
convicts.now colonists.forget, and their children forget,
as do all ths world beside, the cause of their establishment in
these distant regions.
The cbain of convicts in most cases depart weekly from

the chief town of the Prefecture. Every thing is arranged to
receive them on their route to Cazan. Each band is escorted
by guardians of the public places of supply, and make gene¬
rally from twenty to thirty versts (fourteen to twenty-one miles
English) per day. Houses of supply hsve, at proper dis¬
tances apart, beea constructed, where at the public expense
provision has been made for rest and all needful necessaries.
Those who fall sick, or are otherwise rendered unfit to pro¬
ceed on their route, are conveyed to the nearest prison until
they recover or die. The superannuated and invalids are

conveyed to their destination in carriages at the expense of
the Province. Men and women proceed in separate columns,
and ire not permitted to hhve any communication with each
other. It is supposed that the number of women transport-
ed to Siberia from Russia, compared to men, is about one to f
five. 1

The wives'of convicts are free to attend their husbands to
their place of exile, and though by the laws of the empire the
wife may, if she chooses, dissolve her marriage contract and
marry another husband, it is very frequently seen that the I'
wife with her children courageously perform this long and 1

painful journey. The examples are very rare of any woman '

in Russis availing herself of the legal permission to which I '

haye alluded ; and nothing can equal this conjugal fidelity '

if it is not its touching simplicity. Women and children of !
the convicts, who attend the husband and father to his place
of exile, are conveyed at the expense of the Government. '

I would rejoice to have it in my power to stste the num- 1

ber sent annually into exile, but I have sought in vain to 1

obtain the proper data. To obtain such information is the '1

more difficult from the fact already stated, that the convicts,
after the termination of their legal service, are free, and
henceforth are in nowiae distinguishable from other peasants
of the Crown.

In conclusion, however, I may state that from the best
sources of information afforded by Russian statists, Sibe¬
ria is annually recruited by from fifteen to twenty thouaand
inhabitants. At the first glance this would appear a large
number; but when we compare it with the immense regions 11
of fertile deserts awaiting human habitation and culture, the
number is reduced to a very limited supply.

Translated by WILLIAM DARBY.
Notx..The idea is very erroneous that the attention of

Russia to the extension of her power and influence into Asia
has been comparatively reccnt. On the 4th of April, 1692,
E. Isbanel Ides, a Russian ambassador sent by Peter the
Great, set out and visited China, and returned to Fnmoe and
made his report. A detailed description of China was writ¬
ten by a member of this embassy, an English translation of
which is in the hands of Mr. Peter Force, of this city..W. D.

FOREIGN ITEMS.

Commsnder Fokstth, R. N., who has lately returned in
the Prince Albert from bis search for 8ir John Franklin, ar>

rived at Portsmouth October 11, from London, to have an in¬
terview, by direction of the Admiralty, with 8ir Edward
Parkt, the well-known Arctic voyager, (now superintendent
of Haslar Hospital,) for the purpose of explaining to Sir Ed¬
ward every particular with reference to the ropes, canvass,
stores, dec. found at Cape Riley, in order to ascertain his
opinion as to whether they had belonged to one of her Majes'
ty s ships. The result is a decided conviction on 8ir Ed-
ward Parry's part that they are traces of Sir John Franklin's
expedition.
The Paris correspondent of the London Times says tbat

more than one hundred thousand operatives have quitted
France since the revolution of February, and that more than
two thirds of these were natives of Paris. Some have emi¬
grated to Algeria, others to California, without counting those
who were transported and who have not returned to Paris,
and workmen of various kinds who repaired to their provinces,
where they have found agricultural employment.
A German paper contains the following account of a terri¬

ble catastrophe which occurred at the place of Pilgrimage
called Hergott, on the Wels, near Portugal :

thrn!«nFUZ the PulirC hTei the PiI8rim" (of Whom three
thousand were .ambled at Hergott) spent the night in eating
and drinking. While belting tbe fish the oven took fire. Be¬
hind the inn were a number of stables and barns, in which

S*in m
P gKmK Wrr" repfl"in*' and "ln* * "II per-

rLtId. f
' r°W #0 r>pi'"y lhrou«h the 'batTcd

^ 'were/?nn«l by s atrong wind, that there was no
po^ib.lty of rarsing ladders to attempt to rescue a single in-

brokrl* Iimbif" h¦If
^ the lof ^ »"h

jn^puc. .Kraajs
The b'dies of the deid were found burnt to a cinder. It
was a night never to be forgotten."

TVSVS1' ®*LALER*-The subscribers would re-

ieK*,ten,,0° °f their list of eoals,
comprising ameng others

fced Ash, viz 9pohn and Lewi, veins
White Ash, do. Black Heath and Tamaoua
Lehigh, do. Hazleton and Sugtr Loal.

. ""!i * n°'d °? tb1 n'0*, fa»°rable terms by the cargo,
at Richmond or Bristol. Address F. TYLER k Co
aug15-Mmif Philadelphia.

THE AMERICAN WHALE AND SEAL FISHERIES.
From the report of Mr. Junes Arnold, made to a Conwn

tion of tha friend# of a Protective Tariffm 1843. weSE
gome interesting particular* in regard to thia branch If u»
fisheries. Sir hundred and fifty ships are employed ma*

soring 193,000 tons, and manned by 16,500 men The»e
veaaels, when ready for sea, with their stock of provisions on

board, are worth #20,120,000. The returns in 1841 w«ra

#7,350,022. After paying the lay* of the men and the ex¬

penses of the voyage, there was left, as the profits on th«
$2®,000,000, $4,585,634. The whale ships are owned by
citizens exclusively, for the statutes of the United States ex¬

pressly prohibit foreigners from entering into the whale fishery
under the American flsg. A aingular case occurred in New
Bedford about fifteen year* ago. An individual who owned
the sixteenth oI a ship, became very indignant jn
some particular the owners of the fifteen-sixteentha did not
adopt bis views. The ship waa just ready for the Sooth
Seas. He sold for ooe dollar one Half of bis sixteenth to a
little English tailor in the town, for the express purpose of
effecting a forfeiture of the whole ship! He immediately
caused information to be communicated to the custom-house
officers, and had the vessel sened as she waa about to weigh
anchor.
The other owners at once filed their libel b Admiralty,

setting forth the fraudulent sale and the illegal intent of the
parties. While suit was pending,, the seM-willed owner be¬
came fearful that th« affair woufcl terminate in the forfeiture
o1 bis own parVand no more, and consented to sell out to the
others at a lair price j and the federal officara consented to the
cancelling of the preteoded sale. We have spoken of the pe¬
cuniary value of the fisheries ; but it is as a nursery for sea-
Men thst they are a subject of such interest and importance.
Their dangers and'hardahips form the character of the Ame¬
rican seamen.
From Macgregor** book we maite an extract which de¬

scribes the manner of life of the Naw England fishermen.
This is the prose :
" The Americsns ibtlow two or mora modes of fitting out

for fisheries. The first is accomplished by six or seven farm¬
ers or their sons building a schooner daring winter, which
they man themselves, (*s all the Americans on the seacoast
era more or less seamen as well as farmers,) and, after fitting
the vessel with necessary stores, they proceed to the Banks,
Gulfof 8t. Lawrence, or Labrador, and, loading their vessels
with fish, make a voyage between spring and harvest The
proceeds they divide, after paying any balance they may owe
for outfit. They remain at home to assist in gathering their
crops, and proceed again for another cargo.which is salted
down, and not afterwards dried : this is termed the mud-fish,
and kept for home consumption. The other plan is, when a

merchant, or any other person owning a vessel, lets her to ten
or fifteen men on shares, he finds the vessel and nets {the men
pay for all the provisions, hooka, and lines, and for the salt
necessary to cure their proportion of the fish. One of the
number is acknowledged master, but he has to catch fish as
well as the others, and receives about twenty shillings per
month for navigating the vessel; the crew have five-eighths
of the fish caught, and the owners three eighthsof the whale.
" The first spring voyage is made to the Banks; the second,

either to the Banks, Gulf of 8t. Lawrence, or the Coast of
Labrador; the third, or fail voyage, is again te the Banks;
and a fourth, or second fall voyage, is also made sometimes
to the Baaks.*
From the Pilgrim address of Mr. Prentiss, we give the

same fact, but adorned with all the ornaments that a gorgeous
imagination could throw over the subject. This is the poetry
of tbe sailor a life :
" They drive the Dryads from their accustomed haunts,

and force them to desert each favorite grove ; for upon river,
creek, and bay they are busy transfarming the rude forest into
stanch and gallant vessels. From every inlet or indenture
along the rocky shore swim forth these ocean birds.boman
the wild wood, fiedged upon the wave. Behold how they
spread their white pinions to the favoring breeze, and wing
their flight to every quarter of the globe.tip carrier pigeons
of the world ! It is upon the unstable element the sons of
New Bhgland have achieved their greatest triumphs. Their
adventurous prows vex the waters of every sea. Bold and
relentless as the old Northern Vikins, they go forth to seek
their fortunes in the mighty deep. The ocean is their pas¬
ture, and over its white prairies they follow the monstrous
herds that feed upon the azure fields. As the hunter casts
his lasso upon the wild horse, so they throw their lines upon
the tumbling whale. They ' draw out tbe Leviathan with a
hook they ' fill his skin with barbed iron and, in spite of
his terrible strength, they 'part him among the merchants.'
To tbem there are no ' pillars of Hercules.' They seek with
avidity new regions, and fear not to be 'the first that ever
burst into unknown seas.' Had they been the companions
of Columbus, the great mariner would not have been urged
to return, though he had sailed westward tohis dying day."

Macgregor also furnishes a graphic description of the Seal
Fishery, with which we conclude thia article. We think the
term of "Codfish Aristocracy" need not be deemed so very
offensive, after all :

SEAL FISHERY.
" The great and primary business of the people of New¬

foundland is that of pursuing and catching, the inhabitants of
the ocean. If habit, as is generally allowed, becomes nature,
the Newfoundlanders are naturally, from their pursuits, cer¬

tainly the most adventurous and fearless men in the world.
Courage and industry, which certainly prevail, are to them
kbsolntely necessary.
" The Seal Fishery, as it is generally termed, has only be-

:ome important within the present century. It is little more
.ban thiity years since the first vessels ventured among those
formidable fields of ice that float' from the Northern regions
ioring the months of March, April, and May down to tbe
:oastof Newfoundland. Those who are acquainted with the
terrific grandeur, particularly during atormy weather, of the
iofty islands and mountains of ice, covering often from two
ioudred to three hundred miles of the ocean, and occasionally
irrested by the coasts or shoals, will admit that it requires
more intrepidity to brave the daogers of these elements than to
sncounter a military fortification.
" The vessels equipped for the seal fishery are from 60 to

120 tons each, with crews of from sixteen to thirty men.

They are always prepared for sea, with necessary stores, fire-
irms, poles to defend tbem from the ice, etc., before the feaat
of Saint Patrick. Immediately after, the crewa at the har-
trars, then frozen over, collect together, with alh assistance
from tbe shoremen, and dividing themselves into two rows on
the ice, and provided with hatchets, large saws, and strong
poles, fix on two lines far enough separate to allow their
largest schooners to pass.
"Each party cuts along its respective line, and they divide

the solid mass between them into squares, which are shoved
with poles anderthe firm ice, continuing this laborious opera¬
tion until a channel is open to the sea. The vessels then
proceed to the field-ice, pushing their way through the open¬
ings, or working to windward of it, until they meet it covered
with vast herds of seal.

" Where these occur, tbe part on which they are is called
' seal meadowa.' These animals are surprised by the seal-
hunters while they are sleeping on tbe ice, and attacked with
fire lock*, or with strong bludgeons, which are considered
preferable. But the hunters have frequently to shoot tbe large
ones, which will turn upon the men and make resistance.
The piteous main and cry of the young ones during the
slaughter, require more than common nerves to disregard.
The hooded seals will draw their hoods, which are shot-proof,
over their heads.

" Thin skins, with the fat surrounding the bodices, are

shipped off together, and the scalped carcasses left on the ice.
The pelts, or scalps, are carried to vessels, and packed close
in the bold ; but the weather often is such as to leave no time
to scalp the seal on the ice, and the carcasses are then carried
whole to the vessel.

The situation of these vessels during the storms of snow
and sleet, which they have at that season inevitably to en¬
counter, is attended with fearful danger. Many vessels have
been crashed to pieces by the tremendous power of the ice
closing on them, and their crews have also not unfrequently
perished. 8torms during the night, among the ice, must be
truly terrible ; yet ihe hardy Newfoundland seal hunters seem
even to court these sublime and hazardous adventures.

When the vessels are loaded with scalps, or if unsuc¬
cessful, when the ice is scattered, and all except the islands
is dissolved by the heat of the advancing summer, they return
to their respective ports. Some vessels, which succeed soon
after meeting the ice in filling up a cargo, make a second
voyage.

" The fat, or sealI blubber, is separated from the skins, cut
into pieces, and put into frame-wo»k va«a, through which, and
small boughs inside, the oil oozes on being exposed to the
aun. In three or four weeks it runs rapidly off, and becomes
the seal oil of commerce.
" The planters sell their seal pelts to the merchants, who

manufacture tbe oil and ship it off in hogsheads. Seals are
still caught at Newfoundland and Labrador, on the plan first
adopted, by strong nets set across such narrow channels as

they are in the habit of passing through."
[Mr. Frost, in N. O. Crescent.

Burrirs or ths Pirx Woods..The Alexandria (La.)
Western Democrat of tbe 9th says : " We regret to learn
that on Saturday last Mr. W. L. 8andford'a negro quarter*,
on Bayou Rapides, were totally destroyed by fire, besides
four negro children, who perished in the fiimos. Mrs Over-
ton'a beautiful pine woods opposite this place, where the tire
has been raging for three weeks, tbe residence of Dr. Mad
dox, besidea a good deal of fencing and outhouses belonging
to different individuals, have also been destroyed. The fire
is still spreading with great rapidity through these wooda, and
until ws have a good shower of raia but little hope remaina
of aubduing it.

Messrs McBride an ) Crooka were tried it tbe Superior
Court of Forayths county, North Carolina, week before last
on a charge of circulating abolition documents. Crooks waa

acquitted. McDride was found guilty, and aentencsd to ooe
year s imprisonment, to stand in the pillory one hour, and to
recei?e twenty lube& He ippftled to the 8upreme Courts

AFRICAN TRaDE APRODUCTION®.
t .ax Dtk '. ( »w uuLiiig) airisw.

The <alae of the commerce of Africa to Um United 8tates
is steadily and rapidly advancing, and need* but encourage¬ment from our Government to make it in a few jtan aa valu¬
able to our country aa tbat of Great Britain waa twenty
years ago.

During the laat ten or fifteen year* great discoveries have
been made in and about Africa, and many new and importantfacta brought to light. In addition to the numeroua eligiblepoint* on the coast, occupied by slave tradera, the Frenchhave had for some time a settlement on the Senegal, and have
recently taken possession of the Gaboon region ; the Danes
ara on the Rio Volia ; the Dutch on Ihe gold coast; the Por¬
tuguese at Loango ; the Americana at Liberia.now formedh»to an independent Republic, with laws modelled after ourawn.and the English ad Sierra Leone, in the Gambia, and
an the gold coast.
From the results of these colonies and the testimony oftravellers, such a* Park, Lander, Laird, Clappertou, Bursk-bart, McQueen, Duncan, and others, we are afforded evi¬dence that nature has scattered her bounties with the mostlavish hand, and that what is required to make them qvail-able to the noUeat purposes is a legitimate commerce, sus¬tained by our rulers and directed by honorable men.Among the productions of the soil may be :Grain.Rice, Indian corn* Guinea corn, millett, wheat,domah, <kc.
Fruits.Oranges, lemens, limes, guavaa, pinea, citrons,papaws, plantains, bananas, dates, tamarinds, wd mangoplum, dcc.
Roots..Manioc, igneme, batalee, yams, casseds, arrow¬

root, ginger, sweet potatoybeans, peas, dcc.
Timber,.Teak, ebony* lignum*tta, rosewood, oak, ma¬hogany, and forty or fifty other speeiee of wood, suiUble forall purposes.
Nut*..Pakn nut, shea os butter nut, cocoa nut, oels nut,croton-nut, castor oil nut, netta nut, peanut, dcc.
Dyes..Carmine, yellow various shadee, blue, orange vari¬

ous shades, red, crimson, brows, dcc.
Dt/ewoodt .Camwood, bsrwood, d»c.
Gums..Copal, Senegal, mastic, sudan, dcc.
Drugf..Aloes, Cassia, senna, frankincenae, copain* Ac.
Minerals..Gold, iron, copper, emery, sal ameoiac,nitre, dcc.
Miscellaneous..Sugar cane,-coffee, cocoa, cotton, indigo,tobacco, India rubber, beeswax, ostrich feathers, hidee, shins,ivory, pepper of nil varieties, spices, hsmp, honey, dcc.
In the animal kingdom I find that, in addition to the-wild

beasts which infest its forests and occupy its swamps, and
whose skins, teeth, and borns are valuable as articlee of oom-
merce, immense herds of cattle, incalculable m number, rangeita plains. Hides, therefore, to almost any amount, may be
obtained. Sheep and goat akinaj of a very large kind, are
equally numerous and very valuable. Fish of all kinds visit
the shores and rivers in innumerable shoals, and are easilytaken in large quantities during the proper season.
The mineral kingdom has not been explored, but enoughis known to show thst the precious metals abound, particu¬larly gold. This is found throughout the known regions of

Africa, in beds of rivers and in mines. Dupuis and Bow-
ditch speak of the ** solid lumps of rock gold" which orna¬
ment the persons of the attendant* in the Court of the King
of Ashantee, at Ooomassie. Mrs. Bowdiftfe says the great
men will frequently, oo state occasions, so load their wrists
with these lumps -that they are obliged to support them on the
bead of a boy.
The iron ore found near Sierra Leone is particularly rich,

yielding seventy-nina par cent., and is said to be well adapt¬ed to making ateeh Copper is so abundant in Mayomba that
they gather from -the surface of the ground enough for their
purposes.
A few words on tha productiveness of the soil. It has been

proved that two orops of corn, sweet potatoes, and several
other vegetables can be and are raised in a year. They yield
a larger crop than- tha best soils in America. One acre of
rich land, well tilled, says Governor Ashmun, will produoe
three hundred dollars worth of indigo. Half an acre may be
made to grow halfa ton of arrow root. Four acres laid out
in coffee plants will, after the third year, produce a clear in¬
come of two or thiee hundred dollars. Half an acre of cot¬
ton trees, yieldingxotton of sn equal, if net superior, length
and strength of staple and fineness and color than fair " Or¬
leans," will dotba-a whole fsmily, and one acre of canes will
make the same number independent of all the world for sugar.
The dyes in particular are found to resist bothacids and light,
properties which no other dyes that we know of possess.

In the year 1849, 99 British vessels arrived at Cape Coaat.
Since that time the trade has been gradually improving. The
last year's report, which we have received, sets down the im¬
ports into Cspe Coast as amounting to £423,170 sterling,
and the exports'as £335,008 sterling. The imports during
the same period into Asia were £95,000, and the exports
£115,000 sterling. The total export of British merchandise
to Africa is at present estimated at £5,000/00® sterling per
annum.
The average import ofpalm oil alone into Liverpool, for

some^years past, has been at least 15,000 tonaayear, valued
at about £400,004sterling, and givingemployment to 25,000
or 30,000 tons of shipping. The imports into the Republic
of Liberie are estimated by an American (white) physician,
who hat spent six years there, at $120,000«per annum, and
the exports as reaching very nearly the same amount. The
commerce of our own country with Africa is daily becoming
an important item. The principal seats of this trade are Sa¬
lem, Massachusetts, and Providence, Rhede Island. New
York occasionally sends, while our city has-at the present
time five sail of brigs and barques actively and profitably em¬

ployed. One ofour merchants stated that he cleared$12,000
in one year on the single article of ground or peanuts.
8trange as it may appear, nearly all these nuts are tranship¬
ped to France, where they command a ready sale, ara there
converted intof and thence find their way over the world in
the shape of olive oil.the skill of the French chemists en¬

abling them to simulate the real Lucca and Florence oil so
as to deceive the nicest judges. Indeed, the oil from peanuts
possesses a sweetness and delicacy not to be surpassed.

While we greatly regret that there are no means of acquir-
ing proper and correct information of the commerce of Africa,
yet we presume, from the facts we have already given, that there
are at least 1*60,000,000 of inhabitants in that continent, the
whole of whom are not only willing but anxious to exchange
the various products of their prolific soil for the dry good*,
powder, rum, beads, pipes, tobacco, lead bars, iron bars,
hardware, glassware, esrthenware, braasware, cowries, soap,
fiinta, tallow and sperm candlea, wines,,beef, pork, lsrd, flour,
meal, hams, tongues, biscuit, crackers, perfumery, «nd the
thousand other articlea produced by the akill and industry of
our citiaena.
So important and valuable has this rapidly increasing com¬

merce become to Great Britain* that we cannot but noUce
the great eff>rts which have been made, and are making, by
that Power to secure all the trade of Africa to her merchants.
In addition to the aid given to various enterprising travellers,
and the enormous expense borne by her in keeping up *

and (fiicient squadron on the cosh), and in sustaining her
colonies there, we behold her pouring forth immense sums of
money on the celebrated " Niger expedition;" in sendiog Mr.
Duncan to negotiate a treaty with the powerful King of Da¬
homey; and in the ready acknowledgment of the indepen¬
dence of the Republic of Liberia.enuring immediately into
a treaty of commerce and amity.and the kind attention ahown
President Roberta during hia brief stay in that country.

It therefore well becomes our Government to awaken them¬
selves to the importsnce of the African trade. Ours are em¬

phatically a commercial people, and, to enable them to enter
into competitiona with the Engliah tradera, demands the
esrliest and most serious attention.

. 9ince writing the foregoing, information has been received
by the steamer America '. that it ia in contemplation by some

Liverpool merchants.with every prospect of sucoess.to form
an African Company, with a capital of £100,000, in 2,000
shares of£50 each, for the purpose of trade with Airiea."

AsTOHiFHtxe Yield or Coma..We clip the following
from ihe list of premiums, dcc. awarded at the Lexington
(Ky.) Fair:

Corn..Yield, per acre, of ten acres ; premium to Jamee
Mataon, of Bourbon county; certificate to Peter Pean, at
Clarke. Nine entries.
Tbe following are the quantities raised by the several per¬

sons who contended for the prise :

bbls. bushels qt.
J. Matson, ofBourbon... .97 4 1 per aera.
Peter Pean, of Clark 37 4.........do
8. H. Chew, of Fayette..27$ do
J. Hutcbcraft, Bourbon...23 do
A. Vanmeter, Fayette... .21 3$do
A. Hedge*, Bourbon 31 2do
E. W. Hockaday, Clarke.20 do
Dr. B. W. Dudley, Fayette. 20 do
H. Varnon, Bourbon 19 3 ....do
Thirty-seven barrels are equal to one hundred and eighty-

five bushels of shelled corn. Consequently Mr. MstsoaNi
field ha* produced tbe astosishing quantity of one hundred
and eighty-nine bushels and one quarter per acre, or ooa

thousand eight hundred and ninety bushel* and ten quarts
upon ten acre*. Thi* surpass** any thing we ever heard of
in the way oT raising eorn. Mr. Pean, it will be seen, fell
behind Mr. M. only one quart to the acre.

Moas Outbade* tw Amk*hsas..The Van Buren In¬
telligencer says: "An intelligent aentlemsn in Maries
county writes u* thst tbe * Everett clan' are again in araaa

and disturbing the pe«ee. It will be remembered that tha
miiitis, under Gen. Wood, were employed laat *ommer faa
suppressing thia clan. Our correepondent atate* thst tbew
exist* sn organised clan, expending from Yellville into Searcy
county, numbering over fifty deaperate men, and backed by
twice that number. Mr. Tutt was killed by one of thia
clan, and Major Hanaley waa ahotatby another, who escaped
unhurt. In both caeea the attack* came from behu d blmday
died up for the purpose It is to be hoped thst these un¬

lawful proceedings will he put down by military force."


